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Housing Opportunities
Project for Excellence
(HOPE), Inc. fights
housing discrimination to
ensure your civil rights.
We have a three-tiered
strategy of (1) Education &
Outreach, (2) Intake &
Counseling, and (3) Private
Enforcement. Thanks to
federal, state and local
funding, all of our services
are free to the public. We
are here to honor the legacy
of the civil rights movement
by striving for a truly just
and equal society.

National Moratorium on Evictions Extended
through March, Local Notice Requirement
for Evictions Extended to 30 Days

To become a tester or
volunteer, please call
(305) 651-4673
in Miami-Dade or
(954) 742-3778
in Broward.

On January 20, 2021, the
Miami-Dade Board of County
Commissioners approved
legislation sponsored by
Commissioner Eileen Higgins,
District 5 (pictured) that
increases the notification period
for the termination of month-tomonth residential tenancies
across Miami-Dade County to
30 days.

Thank you!
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We’re on
Facebook!
Please
search for:
HOPE Inc Fair Housing

We’re on
Twitter!
Please
find us and
follow us at: @hope_fhc
We’re on
Instagram!
Please
find us and
follow us at: @hope_fhc

On January 20, 2021, the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) national eviction
moratorium was extended another two
months, through the end of March.
President Joe Biden signed an
executive order to continue the
moratorium, and the newly appointed
CDC director, Dr. Rochelle Walensky,
later confirmed the extension.
Biden has also asked Congress
to set aside $30 billion to help the more
than 10 million households who were
behind on rent last month by passing
his proposed $1.9 trillion stimulus
package. This would also fund more
federal unemployment insurance and
another stimulus check. That bill, if
passed, would extend the eviction
moratorium through September.
Such
protections
against
evictions have covered most of the
rental households (including over 107
million people) in the US at some point
since March of 2020. Despite these

efforts, many people – certainly
including tenants in Broward and
Miami-Dade Counties – have had
eviction proceedings started against
them.
The Jobs with Justice Education
Fund, a national nonprofit, published a
report in January that showed 197
corporate landlords who collectively
received $320 million in federal
COVID relief, filed over 5,000
evictions just in the period between
March and October last year.
This eviction ban continues to
require that tenants sign a declaration
attesting to seven different points:
1) that they’ve tried to get all
available government rent
assistance,
2) that they meet certain income
requirements (spelled out on
the declaration itself),
3) that they can’t pay the rent
because of a loss of funds,
(Continued on page 2)

· Please e-mail us at hopefhc@comcast.net or visit us at www.hopefhc.com! ·
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4) that they’re trying to pay partial rent,
5) that eviction will make them homeless or force
them into living in a shelter,
6) that they know that they still owe the rent money,
and
7) that they know that their owed money can become
due when the moratorium ends.
To find the declaration, you can search on Google
for “cdc eviction moratorium form”. After signing it,
tenants must provide a copy to their landlord. At this
point, landlords are supposed to halt any eviction
proceeding, but if they file an eviction anyway, tenants can
say in court that they took the steps necessary to avail
themselves of this protection. To put themselves in the
best position possible, it would be helpful for tenants to
have their own copy of the signed declaration that they
provided to the landlord and any evidence that might show
that they did, in fact, provide the declaration.
On a related note, the Miami-Dade Board of
County Commissioners voted unanimously to extend the
window of notification for evictions of month-to-month
tenants to 30 days. The legislation, proposed by
Commissioner Eileen Higgins, helps thousands of
economically vulnerable residents, who will now have two
more weeks to relocate in case of an eviction.
Previously, renters whose leases had expired and
never renewed, or were renting an apartment based on a
verbal agreement with the landlord, could be legally
notified they had to vacate the premises in 15 days.
Notably, there were cities within the county that already
had this 30-day requirement, including Miami and Miami
Beach.
Also, Congress passed a stimulus bill at the end of
2020 that provided $25 billion to the states, including rent
relief. Households that try to receive these rent relief funds
must meet requirements concerning income limits,
imminent
homelessness,
and
qualification
for
unemployment benefits or financial hardship due either
directly or indirectly to the coronavirus pandemic.
The funds will likely be distributed by state and
local governments. In Florida, regarding when this money
will actually get to people who need it, the timeline is not
completely clear. Cody McCloud, a spokesman for
Governor Ron DeSantis, noted that “it is not possible to
predict a timeframe on how quickly the aid can be
distributed until we have the program in place, but it will
be done as quickly as possible.” Kody Glazer, legal
director of the Florida Housing Coalition, said “We’re
concerned some of these programs won’t start until midFebruary or March,” he said.
In all of this, the best thing that a tenant in a
difficult housing situation can do is try to work it out
with the landlord, including payment plans, deferments,
or rent forgiveness. This will be potentially faster than
court proceedings, and the landlord might also agree to
conditions beyond those provided by the law. If possible,
please get any agreements or compromises in writing.

A Stark Divide: The Homeownership Gap
between White and Black Americans
Prior to the pandemic, Black homeownership
was at a record low of 40.6% in 2019. Even though
that number increased to 47% for the second quarter of
2020, Black Americans still have the lowest rate of
homeownership compared to other racial groups. US
Census Bureau data shows that homeownership rate
for White Americans is at 76%, Hispanic Americans at

Due to legacies of segregation and discrimination, racial
disparities in US homeownership rates remain high.

51.4% and that of Pacific Islanders, Asians and Native
Hawaiians is at 61.4%. The lag in Black
homeownership is attributed to years of unfair and
discriminatory policies and practices perpetuated by
both governmental and private entities. Urban Institute
data has concluded that the almost 30% gap between
White and Black homeownership now is larger than
the 27% gap that existed in 1960, eight years before
the Fair Housing Act.
Federally-sanctioned
home
mortgage
discrimination has had some of the greatest impact in
perpetuating the homeownership gap in the United
States. To counter the foreclosures resulting from the
Great Depression of the early 1930s and to stimulate
homeownership, President Franklin Roosevelt created
the Federal Housing Administration (FHA). But the
loans offered by the FHA were only made available to
White mortgage borrowers. Indeed, the FHA loan
manual from that time warned lenders against offering
mortgages for housing in predominantly Black or
minority neighborhoods by characterizing such loans
as risky.
The Home Owners' Loan Corporation (HOLC),
also established as part of President Roosevelt’s
economic recovery initiative of that time, refinanced
home mortgages currently in default to prevent
foreclosure. HOLC originated "residential security

maps" for 239 US cities and distributed these maps to
banks, effectively eliminating mortgage loans in such
areas. These maps depicted high mortgage loan risk
areas by outlining such neighborhoods in red, hence
the term “redlining”. It is no coincidence that these
neighborhoods happened to be those populated
predominantly by African Americans and other
minorities.
The effects and practices of housing
discrimination, despite the enactment of the Fair
Housing Act of 1968, persist today. Lenders currently
deny mortgages for black applicants at a rate 80%
higher than that of White applicants. These factors
have greatly diminished the opportunity for Blacks to
create generational wealth by purchasing a home. If
approved for a mortgage, Blacks are often forced to
get subprime loans to purchase their homes, which
carry a higher interest rates and have a higher risk of
default. These subprime loans are what caused more
than 240,000 Black families to lose their homes after
the housing crash of 2009.
Unfortunately, racial discrimination remains
prevalent in the operations of the American housing
market today, and we need to work together to make
housing opportunities fair and equal for all.

Join the fight against
discrimination! Become a tester!
Please join us in this movement (and make some
extra cash as well!) - become a civil rights investigator!
Interested people should contact HOPE’s Testing
Coordinators. Training consists of a paid training session,
and after training, available testers are contacted as
needed. Each assignment pays $65-$100.
Call today! Miami-Dade: (305) 651-4673,
Broward: (954) 742-3778.
Applicant must:
-Be 18 years of age or older
-Have no convictions of a misdemeanor involving truth,
veracity or honesty or of any felony
-Have good observational and writing skills
-Be able to donate approximately 4 hours for each test
-Be punctual with reliable transportation
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Housing Opportunities Project for Excellence (HOPE), Inc.

This is a half-day training for recipients and sub-recipients of federal financial assistance such as
CDBG, NSP, and HOME, as well as individuals and entities who do not receive federal funding.
The course will guide participants through an exploration into fair housing, civil rights, and
disability-related federal regulations and laws.

Key Topics of Training:
- Fair Housing Laws
- HUD’s Affirmative Fair Housing Marketing Plan requirements
- Section 504 and Reasonable Accommodations for People with Disabilities
- Use of Criminal Records by Housing Providers
- Violence Against Women Act
- Medical Marijuana
- Best Practices

Please register now at this link:

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYvceCqrDktG9PeNyEH5ZZgYCfmFy5pwiTS
(or please e-mail Rob Collins at rob@hopefhc.com for the link)

For information or for reasonable accommodations for people with disabilities, please
call (305) 651-4673 or e-mail rob@hopefhc.com

Funded by a grant from the U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD)’s Fair Housing
Initiatives Program. The grantee is solely responsible for the accuracy of any and all information, statements,
and interpretations. Such interpretations do not necessarily reflect the views of the Federal Government.
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National Association of
Realtors Addresses
Discrimination
The National Association of Realtors (NAR) voted
in November of 2020 to make it a violation for their
members (Realtors) to use certain harassing or hate
speech. The conduct in question includes references to
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status,
national origin, sexual orientation and gender identity.
The sweeping prohibition applies to association members
24/7, covering all communication, private and
professional, written and spoken, online and off.
Punishment could top out at a maximum fine of $15,000
and expulsion from the organization.
“I applaud NAR’s Board of Directors and our
Professional Standards Committee for their efforts to raise
the bar on the professionalism and private speech of
America’s 1.4 million Realtors,” said NAR President
Vince Malta, broker at Malta & Co., Inc., in San
Francisco, CA, on the day the vote was taken.
“Combatting and overcoming bigotry and injustice starts
with each of us. Realtors today took tangible steps to
ensure we are held to the highest possible standard while
providing a mechanism of enforcement for those who
violate our new policies.”
Local and state branches of NAR received various
complaints about discriminatory speech posted online by
Realtors earlier in 2020, particularly on social media. In
subsequent months, NAR’s Professional Standards
Committee and Interpretations Procedures Advisory
Board met to consider the Code of Ethics’ applicability to
discriminatory speech and conduct beyond a Realtor’s real
estate duties.
Following months of meetings and deliberations,
NAR’s Advisory Board recommended that its Code of
Ethics apply to every action a Realtor takes, whether
personal or professional. Any complaint alleging such a
violation can now be brought to a hearing panel at a local
Realtor association, which will be asked to assess the
circumstances of each individual case. Although the NAR
seeks to extend enforcement of its Code beyond its current
limits of real estate transactions and real estate-related
activities, this added reach will not increase liability under
the law.
Moving forward, NAR’s Professional Standards
Committee will continue working to develop case
interpretations to assist members and professional
standards enforcement volunteers in understanding the
Code’s applicability.
The National Association of Realtors is the largest
trade association in the United States of America,
representing more than 1.4 million members involved in
all aspects of the residential and commercial real estate
industries.

Would you like to get this newsletter
via e-mail?
Please e-mail rob@hopefhc.com to be
added to our list, and receive HOPE
Forum in your inbox each quarter!
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Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing
The concept of “affirmatively furthering fair housing” is based on Section 808 (e) (5) of the federal Fair Housing Act which states
that the Secretary of HUD shall administer housing and community development programs in a manner that affirmatively furthers the
purpose of the Fair Housing Act. We dedicate this space to Miami-Dade and Broward jurisdictions that receive Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) funds and partner with HOPE to implement the following outreach.

Broward Area Outreach
The following jurisdictions were impacted by Broward
area outreach activities during the quarter: Broward County,
Davie, Fort Lauderdale, and other Broward locations.
Fair Housing and Predatory Lending Presentations: These
presentations consist of PowerPoint visuals, formal lectures,
question and answer periods, and informational packages. All
presentations are modified to meet the individual needs of the
sponsor. The following presentations were conducted (in
English, unless otherwise noted).
• Amazing Community Partners, Lauderhill: 10/17/20, 11/14/20,
12/12/20
• Broward County Housing Authority, Lauderdale Lakes:
10/10/20, 11/14/20, 12/12/20
• Children of Inmates, Inc., Hallandale Beach: 10/12/20
• Generational Wealth through Homeownership, Inc., Lauderhill:
11/21/20, 12/19/20
• Housing Foundation of America, Pembroke Pines: 10/3/20,
10/10/20, 10/17/20, 10/24/20, 11/7/20, 11/21/20, 12/12/20,
12/19/20
• Oasis of Hope, Pompano Beach: 10/17/20, 11/7/20, 11/21/20,
12/5/20, 12/12/20, 12/19/20
• Urban League of Broward County, Ft. Lauderdale: 10/14/20,
11/4/20, 12/2/20, 12/12/20
Housing Provider Rights and Responsibilities Presentations:
Presentations designed for the specific needs of local housing
providers.
Community, Cultural, Health, and Job Fairs: Local
community events to diversify outreach efforts, counseling
members of the general public on their rights and
responsibilities.
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Interested in having us visit your
group or organization?
We present fair housing information
to both housing providers and any potential
home-seekers, rentals or sales! Or ask about
being a paid tester and help us uncover
discrimination RIGHT HERE in our
community!
Please call (305) 651-4673 in Miami-Dade,
or (954) 742-3778 in Broward

Miami-Dade Area Outreach

The following jurisdictions were impacted by MiamiDade area outreach activities during the quarter: the Cities of
Miami, Miami Beach, and North Miami, as well as other Miami
-Dade locations.

• Opa-locka CDC (English & Spanish), Opa-locka: 10/6/20,
10/13/20, 10/24/20, 11/4/20, 11/14/20, 11/21/20, 12/1/20,
12/8/20

Fair Housing and Predatory Lending
(conducted in English, unless otherwise noted):

• Real Estate, Education and Community Housing (English &
Spanish), Kendall: 10/3/20, 10/17/20, 11/7/20, 12/5/20, 12/9/20

Presentations

• Overtown Children Youth Coalition, Overtown: 11/12/20

• Barry University, Miami Shores: 10/26/20

• South Dade Cares Coalition , Homestead: 10/1/20

• Centro Campesino, Florida City: 10/17/20, 10/31/20,
11/14/20, 11/21/20, 12/5/20, 12/12/20

• South Dade One Voice Community Coalition, Homestead:
10/9/20

• Community Health of South Florida, Goulds: 11/5/20

• Together for Children; Miami Gardens, Liberty City, &
Homestead: 10/14/20, 10/21/20, 10/22/20

• Coordinated Victims Assistance Center, Coconut Grove:
10/28/20
• Cuban American National Council (Spanish), Little Havana:
10/9/20, 10/23/20, 10/30/20, 11/13/20, 12/4/20, 12/18/20
• Experts Resource Community Center/NID (English, Spanish,
and Creole), Miami Gardens & North Miami: 10/10/20,
11/14/20, 12/12/20
• Florida International University School of Law, University
Park: 12/17/20
• Gang Alternative, Little Haiti: 10/28/20

• Trinity Empowerment (English & Spanish), Goulds: 10/17/20,
11/21/20, 12/9/20
Provider Presentations:
• Miami-Dade HIV/AIDS Partnership, Coral Gables: 10/15/20
Community Fairs:
• Miami Dade College Job Fair, Downtown Miami: 10/14/20
• South Dade One Voice Community Coalition, Resource Fair,
Homestead: 10/22/20

• Global Empowerment Corporation, Homestead: 10/17/20,
11/21/20, 12/9/20
• Helios Biblios Hour, BlogTalkRadio: 11/1/20
• Housing Foundation of America (English & Spanish), Miami
Gardens & Palmetto Bay: 10/10/20, 10/24/20, 11/14/20,
11/21/20, 12/5/20, 12/12/20
• Miami Beach Parents Group, Miami Beach: 12/1/20, 12/3/20,
12/8/20
• Miami-Dade Commission on Human Rights, Downtown
Miami: 10/16/20
• Neighborhood Housing Services (English & Spanish), Little
Havana: 10/15/20, 10/23/20, 10/24/20, 11/12/20, 11/20/20,
11/21/20, 12/3/20, 12/5/20, 12/18/20
• New Horizons Community Mental Health, Allapattah: 10/1/20

Screenshots from December 19, 2020, with Oasis of Hope
CDC (top) and Real Estate, Education And Community
Housing, Inc, (bottom). We thank all of the partners that
have made it possible for us to continue our outreach, in
2020 and every year!
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Yes, I want to invest in the future of my
community by becoming a member of HOPE!
Please fill out this membership application and
mail with your TAX-DEDUCTIBLE contribution to:

HOPE
Attn: Membership
11501 NW 2nd Ave
Miami, FL 33168
NAME: _______________________________________________
COMPANY: ____________________________________________
ADDRESS: _____________________________________________
CITY:______________________ST:_______ ZIP:______________
PHONE: ________________________ FAX:__________________

There are laws against discrimination in the
rental or sale of housing on the basis of:







Race or Color
National Origin
Religion
Marital Status
Pregnancy
Familial Status
(as in whether you
have children)
 Disability
 Sex (Gender)
 Veteran Status











Age
HIV Status
Sexual Orientation
Gender Identity
Gender Expression
Political Affiliation
Source of Income
Ancestry
Being a victim of
domestic violence

Do you suspect that you have been a victim of housing
discrimination? Help is available; don’t delay!
Call the HOPE DISCRIMINATION HELPLINE!
Miami-Dade: 305-651-HOPE (4673) Broward: 954-742-3778
TDD: 800-955-8771
or file a complaint at www.hopefhc.com

EMAIL: _______________________________________________
______________ Individual ($35.00)

_____________ Good Neighbor ($1,000.00)

______________ Family ($75.00)

_____________ Sustaining Partner ($10,000.00)

______________ Friend ($100.00)

_____________ Juniors For Justice ($5.00) (13-18 years old)

______________ Non-Profit ($250.00)

_____________ Pennies from Heaven (children 12 and under)

______________ Corporate ($500.00)

_____________ I am unable to contribute but please send me HOPE Forum

