90th Edition
Summer 2022
A publication of Housing Opportunities Project for Excellence (HOPE), Inc.
Housing Opportunities
Project for Excellence
(HOPE), Inc. fights
housing discrimination to
ensure your civil rights.
We have a three-tiered
strategy of (1) Education &
Outreach, (2) Intake &
Counseling, and (3) Private
Enforcement. Thanks to
federal, state and local
funding, all of our services
are free to the public. We
are here to honor the legacy
of the civil rights movement
by striving for a truly just
and equal society.

Judge Allows Lawsuit to Continue Against
Florida HOA for Discrimination Concerning
Black Lives Matter Flag
Discussing the case
are (top row) HOPE
President & CEO
Keenya Robertson,
civil rights attorney
Matt Dietz, civil
rights attorney Ben
Crump, (bottom
row) Antoine Mickle,
and civil rights
attorney David
Cronin.

To become a tester or
volunteer, please call
(305) 651-4673
in Miami-Dade or
(954) 742-3778
in Broward.
Thank you!
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On July 15, 2022, civil rights and
personal injury attorney Ben Crump and
co-counsel Matthew Dietz announced
that they’d earned a significant victory.
This victory came in a federal suit on
behalf of Antoine Mickle against River
Point Community Association, River
City
Management
Services,
the
community President Shantell Hughes,
and
property
manager
Sharleen
Thompson-Messinese.
U.S. District
Judge Brian J. Davis denied the
defendants’ motions to dismiss and ruled
the case should move forward.
In October of 2020, Mickle, a
homeowner, and resident of the River
Point community in Jacksonville,
Florida, displayed a Black Lives Matter
flag in front of his home. In a matter of
days, on October 20, 2020, Mickle
received a letter from his community
association notifying him that his flag
was in violation of the signs and nuisance
clauses in the association’s ‘Declaration
of Covenants’ and demanded its removal
within 24 hours.
Notably, other
community residents displayed flags at
the same time, including Trump 2020
flags and Blue Lives Matter flags, but
were left alone.
In a matter of first impression, the
U.S. District Court Judge found that it

states a cause of action when a Black
person is singled out, harassed, and
penalized by a homeowners association
for flying a Black Lives Matter flag that
symbolizes his personhood.
The
reasoning in this case not only applies to
issues regarding race but also can be used
to penalize hateful conduct from a
housing provider based upon sexual
orientation, national origin, or other
protected categories.
Attorneys Crump and Dietz
released the following statement:
“This case is going to send a clear
message to the River Point Community
Association and other discriminatory
housing associations around the country
that this kind of harassment will
not be tolerated. Policies of housing
communities cannot, and should not,
smother the voices of Black residents
when other non-Black residents are
permitted to advocate for other causes.
“We applaud Antoine for bravely
facing injustice and refusing to take
down a flag that symbolizes the ongoing
battle for equality, which can be seen
explicitly here. We expect that this case
will have an outsized and positive
impact, protecting the freedom of
expression for marginalized groups in the
sanctity of their homes.”

· Please e-mail us at hopefhc@comcast.net or visit us at www.hopefhc.com! ·
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Join the fight against
discrimination! Become a tester!
Please join us in this movement (and make some
extra cash as well!) - become a civil rights investigator!
Interested people should contact HOPE’s Testing
Coordinators. Training consists of a paid training session,
and after training, available testers are contacted as
needed. Each assignment pays $65-$100.
Call today! Miami-Dade: (305) 651-4673,
Broward: (954) 742-3778.
Applicant must:
-Be 18 years of age or older
-Have no convictions of a misdemeanor involving
truth, veracity or honesty or of any felony
-Have good observational and writing skills
-Be able to donate approximately 4 hours for each test
-Be punctual with reliable transportation
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Suspect Housing
Discrimination, Harassment,
or Predatory Lending?
Call HOPE TODAY!
Miami-Dade:
(305) 651-4673

Broward:
(954) 567-0545

Bill Thompson
HOPE Founder/President Emeritus
PRESIDENT & CEO
Keenya J. Robertson, Esq.
The findings and substance of this publication are dedicated to the
public. The authors and publishers are solely responsible for the
accuracy of statements, content, and interpretations in this
newsletter. Such interpretations do not necessarily reflect the views
of the grantors.
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Would you like to get this newsletter
via e-mail?
Please e-mail rob@hopefhc.com to be
added to our list, and receive HOPE
Forum in your inbox each quarter!

Proposed Fair Housing Improvement Act Would
Expand Anti-Discrimination Law
On June 23, Senator Tim Kaine (D-VA), a
former Fair housing Attorney introduced the “Fair
Housing Improvement Act of 2022” (S.4485) in the
U.S. Senate, and Representative Scott Peters (D-CA)
introduced a corresponding bill (H.R.8213) in the U.S.
House of Representatives. Rental assistance programs
are provided to help families find safe and stable places
to live, but often, landlords discriminate against
households that receive assistance like the Housing
Choice Voucher (HCV) or Veteran Affairs Supportive
Housing (VASH). If passed, the bill would prohibit
housing discrimination based on “source of income,”
“military status,” and “veteran status” by adding each
to the list of classes protected under the Fair Housing
Act.
While several states and localities, such as
Miami-Dade & Broward Counties, have passed sourceof-income protection laws, federal law does not protect
against this type of discrimination. As a result, only one
in three households with a voucher is protected by nondiscrimination laws. By expanding the Fair Housing
Act to prohibit housing discrimination based on
military status, veteran status, and source of income,
the bill would make it easier for low-income
households, veterans, and servicemembers to access
housing in communities where they want to live.
Senator Kaine’s office said in a press release:
“Current law allows landlords to deny housing to
individuals based on source of income, and many
veterans and low-income families have reported
discrimination when using vouchers to pay their rent.
The Fair Housing Improvement Act of 2022 would
expand protections under the Fair Housing Act of
1968 to include banning discrimination based on source
of income, giving more individuals and families access
to affordable housing and a shot at economic mobility.
“When Kaine first introduced this legislation in
2018, landlords in Virginia could deny housing based
on how individuals pay rent. Virginia has since enacted
legislation in July 2020 to prohibit discrimination based
on source of income, and Kaine wants to expand that
progress nationwide.
“The federal government provides vouchers to
help 2.3 million veterans and low-income households
live in decent, stable private market housing.
Landlords, however, can reject these vouchers in states
and cities where there are no source of income
protections.
“Fair housing complaints have remained steady,
with nearly 29,000 complaints in 2020. People of color,
particularly Black women, are disproportionately
impacted and more likely than any other group to be

evicted or denied housing…
“The Fair Housing Act of 1968 prohibits
discrimination based on race, color, national origin,
religion, sex, familial status, and disability. The Fair
Housing Improvement Act of 2022 would add source of
income and veteran status to the list of protected
classes. It would prohibit landlords from denying
housing to individuals who use Housing Choice
Vouchers (Section 8), HUD-Veterans Affairs
Supportive Housing (HUD-VASH) vouchers, benefits
received through Social Security, income received by a
court order, payment from a trust or guardian, or any
other lawful source of income.”
Research conducted by the Urban Institute
showed that landlords often deny housing to potential
renters receiving federal rental assistance, particularly
in states or cities without source of income protections.
This type of discrimination prevents low-income
families from living in the neighborhoods of their
choice, including areas with access to better paying
jobs, proper healthcare facilities, high performing
schools and reliable transit.
Senator Kaine explained that “as a former fair
housing attorney, I’ve witnessed how affordable
housing can provide stability and open the door to
opportunity – but I’ve also seen how housing
discrimination unjustly locks people out of that
opportunity. This legislation would build on the
success we’ve seen in Virginia by protecting veterans
and low-income families across the country from
discrimination and helping more Americans access
housing.”

A fair housing lawyer for 18 years, Senator Tim Kaine (DVA) seeks to increase protections against housing
discrimination for (among other things) people using
assistance programs, like Section 8.

3

Major Fair Housing Settlement Reached
Department of Justice and Meta
On June 21, 2022, the United States Department
of Justice (DoJ) announced a historic fair housing
settlement. On the other side of the table sits Meta, the
giant social media parent company of Facebook,
Instagram, WhatsApp, and other platforms. According
to a complaint brought by the DoJ, Facebook’s ad
targeting and delivery system aids in discrimination by
only showing housing ads to certain people based on
illegal criteria such as race.
The settlement is part of a larger case, stemming
from findings that led to a complaint filed with the
United States Department of Housing and Urban
Development on August 13, 2018. There, Facebook (as
Meta was named at the time) was accused of having
“violated the Fair Housing Act...based on targeting
options and delivery processes for housing
advertisements.” Facebook users who were then
offering homes for rent or sale were encouraged to
choose to advertise housing to people based on race and
other characteristics, which is illegal. A settlement was
reached in 2019, with Facebook saying then that it
would no longer allow such choices, and would educate
users about discrimination.

But this settlement goes further, and requires an
overhaul of Facebook’s ad system, which is still set up
to allow illegal discrimination. The system places ads
based on what users look like; it even employs a feature
once called “Lookalike Audience.” The DoJ says, “
Meta’s ad delivery system uses machine-learning
algorithms that rely in part on FHA-protected
characteristics — such as race, national origin and sex
— to help determine which subset of an advertiser’s
targeted audience will actually receive a housing ad.”
Because of this more recent settlement,
Facebook’s advertising systems will be subject to court
oversight for the first time. The DoJ has noted that, if
changes are not adequately made to deal with the
discrimination, the complaint will be brought to court.
U.S. Attorney Damian Williams for the Southern
District of New York noted, “Because of this groundbreaking lawsuit, Meta will — for the first time —
change its ad delivery system to address algorithmic
discrimination. But if Meta fails to demonstrate that it
has sufficiently changed its delivery system to guard
against algorithmic bias, this office will proceed with
the litigation.”

$4.5 Million Settlement: Florida-Based Mortgage
and Foreclosure Scam Targeted Hispanics
The United States Department of Justice (DoJ)
has settled with multiple defendants accused of
operating a scam across Florida that preyed on
hundreds of Spanish-speaking homeowners. On June
10, 2022, the DoJ announced the settlement with
Advocate Law Groups of Florida, Jon Lindeman Jr.,
Ephigenia Lindeman, Summit Development Solutions,
and Haralampos “Bob” Kourouklis. Between them, the
defendants had offices in the Florida cities of Miami
Lakes, Fort Lauderdale, Naples, Palm Beach, Orlando,
Tampa, Bonita Springs, and Jacksonville. The scam
involved fraudulent offers to help people with mortgage
loan modifications and foreclosures.
The DoJ alleged that “from 2009 through at
least 2015,” the defendants targeted Hispanic
homeowners “for a scheme involving unfair and
predatory loan modifications and foreclosure rescue
services.”
Relying heavily on Spanish-language
advertising, the defendants said that they would lower
their victims’ home payments, charging thousands of
dollars in upfront fees and hundreds of dollars in
4

monthly fees, all “non-refundable,” all while failing to
provide the services that were promised.
The
defendants were also said to have intimidated their
victims into making no contact with their lenders,
threatening that they would lose their homes.
The complaint notes that, in addition to trying to
defraud their victims in person, the defendants,
“marketed their mortgage modification scheme on
fourteen radio stations...and nine television stations...
These stations advertised in the Tampa, Orlando,
Naples, Fort Myers, and Miami areas.” In addition to
primarily Spanish-language advertising, the defendants
also allegedly conducted meetings in Spanish, only to
turn around and require their clients to sign almost
exclusively English-language paperwork.
Three families stepped forward to complain,
and the case was argued in court by lawyers for the DoJ
Civil Rights Division and the U.S. Attorney’s Office
for the Middle District of Florida. The defendants now
face a consent judgment against them to pay
$4,595,000 to compensate their victims.

50s & 60s Highway Expansion Decimated Black
Neighborhoods, in Miami and Nationwide
In the 1930s, 40s, and 50s, Miami’s Overtown
neighborhood wasn’t just a bustling and vibrant Black
community, it thrived so well that it was known as the
“Harlem of the South.” Famous Black musicians in
those days who suffered the indignity of not being able
to stay at the very same Miami Beach hotels where they
performed would often come across the bay to both do
later shows and stay the night in Overtown.
But with the development of the interstate
highway system, officials decided to run Interstate 95
right through Overtown, decimating the neighborhood.
And this certainly wasn’t just in Miami. Black
neighborhoods were destroyed across the country by
the construction of new highways during this time,
including those in Newark, Detroit, Nashville, Los
Angeles,
Columbus,
Baltimore,
Milwaukee,
Indianapolis, Cleveland, Syracuse, Montgomery, New
Orleans, Kansas City, and Oakland.
The following overview of this phenomenon
comes from the Poverty & Race Research Action
Council:
Highway promoters and builders envisioned
the new interstate expressways as a means of
clearing slum housing and blighted urban areas.
These plans actually date to the late 1930s, but
they were not fully implemented until the late
1950s and 1960s. Massive amounts of urban
housing were destroyed in the process of building
the urban sections of the interstate system.
By the 1960s, federal highway construction
was demolishing 37,000 urban housing units each
year; urban renewal and redevelopment programs
were destroying an equal number of mostly-lowincome housing units annually. The amount of
disruption, a report of the U.S. House Committee
on Public Works conceded in 1965, was
astoundingly large.
As planning scholar Alan A. Altshuler has
noted, by the mid-1960s, when interstate
construction was well underway, it was generally
believed that the new highway system would
“displace a million people from their homes
before it [was] completed.” A large proportion of
those dislocated were African Americans, and in
most cities the expressways were routinely routed
through Black neighborhoods.
Additionally, Reuters reported the following
findings from various metro areas:
Some Black neighborhoods were targeted even
when more logical routes were available,
research by the late urban historian Raymond
Mohl shows. According to his findings:

*In Miami, Interstate 95 was routed through
Overtown, a Black neighborhood known as the
“Harlem of the South,” rather than a nearby
abandoned rail corridor.
*In Nashville, Interstate 40 took a noticeable
swerve, bisecting the Black community of North
Nashville.
*In Montgomery, Alabama, the state highway
director, a high-level officer of the Ku Klux
Klan, routed Interstate 85 through a
neighborhood where many Black civil rights
leaders lived, rather than choosing an alternate
route on vacant land.
*In New Orleans and Kansas City, officials
re-routed freeways from White neighborhoods
to integrated or predominantly Black areas.
As with much history, this all very much shapes
what you can see with your own eyes today. It is not
accidental that these neighborhoods are often lacking
banks, safe playgrounds, restaurants, and grocery
stores. Deliberate actions by the government and other
powerful entities – or, more accurately, the people
making decisions on behalf of the government and
other powerful entities – divested whole communities
at a time.
The legacy of these unjust and indefensible
actions lives on, and we must still actively work against
not just the actions themselves, but the mindsets that
brought them about. And that “we,” there, is all of us.
These
graphics
show some
home
locations in
Miami’s
Overtown
neighborhood
that were
razed to
make way for
Interstate-95.
The top
graphic
shows the
homes in
their plots in
1943, while
the lower
graphic
shows the
locations in
relation to the
completed
highway.
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Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing
The concept of “affirmatively furthering fair housing” is based on Section 808 (e) (5) of the federal Fair Housing Act which states
that the Secretary of HUD shall administer housing and community development programs in a manner that affirmatively furthers the
purpose of the Fair Housing Act. We dedicate this space to Miami-Dade and Broward jurisdictions that receive Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) funds and partner with HOPE to implement the following outreach.

Broward Area Outreach

The following jurisdictions were impacted by
Broward area outreach activities during the quarter: Broward
County, Davie, Fort Lauderdale, Tamarac, and other Broward
locations.

• Oasis of Hope, Pompano Beach: 4/16/22, 5/21/22, 6/18/22

Fair Housing and Predatory Lending Presentations: These
presentations consist of PowerPoint visuals, formal lectures,
question and answer periods, and informational packages. All
presentations are modified to meet the individual needs of the
sponsor. The following presentations were conducted (in
English, unless otherwise noted).

Housing
Provider
Rights
and
Responsibilities
Presentations: Presentations designed for the specific needs
of local housing providers.

• Amazing Community Partners, Lauderhill : 4/8/22, 5/14/22,
6/11/22
• Broward County Housing Authority, Lauderdale Lakes:
4/8/22, 2/12/22, 6/11/22
• Housing Foundation of America, Pembroke Pines: 4/8/22,
5/14/22, 4/23/22, 5/7/22, 5/14/22, 6/4/22, 6/11/22

• Urban League of Broward County, Fort Lauderdale: 4/8/22,
4/27/22, 5/14/22, 5/25/22, 6/11/22, 6/22/22

• Broward Affordable Housing Task Force Educational
Workshop, Pembroke Pines: 4/22/22
Community, Cultural, Health, and Job Fairs: Local
community events to diversify outreach efforts, counseling
members of the general public on their rights and
responsibilities.
• Pines Day, Pembroke Pines: 4/23/22

Dr. Robin Bachin presents at
HOPE’s Fair Housing Month
event on Thursday, April 28,
2022. She was one of 3
guest speakers; the others
were attorney Eneami
Bestman-Range and Jorge
Damian de la Paz with the
Miami-Dade County Mayor’s
Office. Additionally, members
of HOPE’s staff presented fair
housing updates.
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Miami-Dade Area Outreach

The following jurisdictions were impacted by MiamiDade area outreach activities during the quarter: the Cities of
Miami Beach and North Miami, as well as other Miami-Dade
locations.
Fair Housing and Predatory Lending Presentations
(conducted in English, unless otherwise noted):

• Opa-locka CDC (English & Spanish), Opa-locka: 4/30/22,
5/14/22, 6/18/22
• Real Estate, Education and Community Housing (English
& Spanish), Kendall: 4/2/22, 4/23/22, 5/7/22, 5/21/22,
6/25/22
• South Dade Cares Coalition, Homestead: 4/7/22

• Centro Campesino (English & Spanish), Florida City: 4/9/22,
4/23/22, 5/14/22, 5/28/22, 6/25/22

• South Dade One Voice Community Coalition, Cutler Bay:
4/8/22

• Coral Way K-8 Center, Shenandoah: 4/21/22

• Trinity Empowerment (English & Spanish), Goulds:
4/16/22, 5/21/22

• Cuban American National Council (English & Spanish),
Little Havana: 4/1/22, 4/8/22, 4/22/22, 5/6/22, 5/20/22

• University of Miami School of Law, Coral Gables: 4/14/22

• Experts Resource Community Center/NID (English, Spanish,
and Haitian Creole), Miami Gardens & North Miami: 4/9/22,
4/23/22, 5/14/22, 5/28/22, 6/25/22

Provider Presentations:
• CNC Management, Little Havana: 4/21/22

• Helios Biblios Hour, BlogTalkRadio: 5/8/22

• Neighborhood Housing Services, Little Havana: 4/11/22

• Haitian American CDC, Little Haiti: 5/27/22
• Housing Foundation of America (English & Spanish), Miami
Gardens & Palmetto Bay: 4/9/22, 4/23/22, 5/14/22, 5/21/22,
6/25/22

Community Fairs:
• South Shore Community Center, South Beach: 6/7/22

• (City of) Miami Beach Parents Meetings, North Beach &
South Beach: 4/5/22, 4/7/22
• Neighborhood Housing Services (English, Spanish, and
Haitian Creole), Little Havana: 4/14/22, 4/20/22, 5/19/22,
5/26/22, 6/24/22

Interested in having us visit your
group or organization?
We offer FREE fair housing
education to both housing
providers and any potential
home-seekers, rentals or sales!
Please call
(305) 651-4673 in Miami-Dade
or
(954) 567-0545 in Broward
Or ask about being a paid tester and
helping us uncover discrimination
RIGHT HERE in our community!
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Yes, I want to invest in the future of my
community by becoming a member of HOPE!

There are laws against discrimination in the
rental or sale of housing on the basis of:







Please fill out this membership application and
mail with your TAX-DEDUCTIBLE contribution to:

HOPE
Attn: Membership
11501 NW 2nd Ave
Miami, FL 33168
NAME: _______________________________________________
COMPANY: ____________________________________________

Race or Color
National Origin
Religion
Marital Status
Pregnancy
Familial Status
(as in whether you
have children)
 Disability
 Sex (Gender)
 Veteran Status











Age
HIV Status
Sexual Orientation
Gender Identity
Gender Expression
Political Affiliation
Source of Income
Ancestry
Being a victim of
domestic violence or
human trafficking

ADDRESS: _____________________________________________

Do you suspect that you have been a victim of housing
discrimination? Help is available; don’t delay!

CITY:______________________ST:_______ ZIP:______________

Call the HOPE DISCRIMINATION HELPLINE!
Miami-Dade: 305-651-HOPE (4673) Broward: 954-742-3778
TDD: 800-955-8771
or file a complaint at www.hopefhc.com

PHONE: ________________________ FAX:__________________
EMAIL: _______________________________________________
______________ Individual ($35.00)

_____________ Good Neighbor ($1,000.00)

______________ Family ($75.00)

_____________ Sustaining Partner ($10,000.00)

______________ Friend ($100.00)

_____________ Juniors For Justice ($5.00) (13-18 years old)

______________ Non-Profit ($250.00)

_____________ Pennies from Heaven (children 12 and under)

______________ Corporate ($500.00)

_____________ I am unable to contribute but please send me HOPE Forum

